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TOWN OF LODI 

2020 ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES 

TUESDAY, JULY 28, 2020 

 

 

1. Call to order: Meeting called to order at 6:00 pm by Town Chairman Brian Henry. 

 

2. Attendance: Eligible Voters: James Brooks, Brian Henry, Monica Brereton, Allison Seaton, Jim Seaton, 

Carol Davidson, Richard Jozwiak, Therese Jozwiak, Marc Hamilton, Terese Carr, Michael C. Keller, Ellen Keller, 

Chad Wolter, Steve Edwards, Jane Edwards, Edmund "Neil" Heskin, Aaron Arnold, Neil McIntyre, Shirley 

Schommer, James Schommer, Diane Prosa, Belinda Zeman, Randy Hamilton, Kathryn Hanley, Lucas Haas, Erica 

Haas, Loretta Hellenbrand, Tony Zeman, Paul Jozwiak, Douglas Meek, Karla Faust, Adam Lindemer,  Richard 

McIntyre, Nancy Mitchell, William Mitchell, Roger Wetzel, Chris Goodwin, Heather Stark. 

 

Non-voting: Lawrence Bechler (Town Attorney), Ben Peotter (Town Engineer), Mike Payant (Town Engineer), 

April Goeske (Clerk-Treasurer), Roberta Arnold, Ali Padley, Laura Kruck, Robert Zumm, Jennifer Zumm 

 

3. Annual Town Meeting minutes of 04-16-2019: Allison Seaton/Marc Hamilton motion to approve 

minutes as presented; MC unanimously by voice vote. 

 

4 Sale of town-owned 0.06-acre parcel at intersection of Thistledown and Ryan Roads described as 

follows: located in part of the Northeast ¼ of the Northwest ¼ of Section 21, T10N, R8E, Town of Lodi, 

Columbia County, Wisconsin, being more particularly described as follows: Commencing at the North ¼ 

Corner of said Section 21; thence S 0°37’02” E along the East line of the Northwest ¼, 918.39 feet; thence 

N 62°23’09” W, 78.42 feet to the point of beginning. Thence continue N 62°23’09” W, 149.30  feet; 

thence S 75°31’17” E, 148.11 feet; thence  S 19°03’02” W, 34.04 feet to the point of beginning. This contains 

2,513 sq. ft. or 0.06 acres thereof:  See attachment A 

 

Henry - this is a town-owned parcel which Neil McIntyre wishes to purchase so that he will have enough acreage 

to create 4 parcels of 1.5 acres+.  

 

Karla Faust/James Brooks motion to approving selling this parcel to Neil McIntyre/Clay Investments in the 

amount of $1,129.62. MC unanimously by roll call vote 28-0 

 
Discussion: Roberta Arnold - they are to honor any existing utility easements and maintain the line-of-sight. Ben 

Peotter - both those items were discussed and will be honored and maintained. Atty. Lawrence Bechler - the CSM 

depicts this town-owned parcel as if it already was owned by McIntyre, but it is not. This .06-acre parcel was 

given to the town in 1981 by Bill & Nancy Mitchell via a deed. Any easements within this entire property area 

should be noted on the CSM. I suggest that a title search be done on this property prior to sale of any lots.  

 

Jim Seaton - what's the reason for the sale. April Goeske - when Neil McIntyre purchased Parcel 11022-471.A it 

was stated as being 6.65 acres. His intention was to divide it into 4 parcels of 1.5+ acres each (1 having the current 

home). After purchase, and upon having it surveyed, it was found not to be 6.65 acres, rather it was 5.96 acres 

because of this it could not be divided into 4 parcels, only 3. The difference was found to be due to easements 

and this little piece of town-owned property that the acreage for had not been deducted from the 6.65 acres. 

Therefore, McIntyre would like to purchase this .06 acres from the town to give himself enough acreage to create 

4 parcels. 
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Allison Seaton - when I want to turn from Thistledown to Ryan it's hard to see. Ben Peotter - we inspected this 

site and our traffic engineers agreed this intersection is not ideal, but that sale of this parcel will not affect the 

line-of-sight for traffic. Allison Seaton - are there any plans to widen the pavement for turning lane(s). Chad 

Wolter - this benefits the town with the addition of 3 buildable lots for homes. Roberta Arnold - it's important to 

note that the Plan Commission approved the CSM because it's surplus town property. Randy Hamilton - I live 

across from this for 30+ years, no issues. Nancy Mitchell - my husband Bill and I owned this land (with 7 acres) 

and are the ones who donated it to the town. I have absolutely no problem selling this to McIntyre as long as 

nothing is done in that area to affect the traffic line-of-sight. Jim Seaton - if this is approved that there be 

something in the agreement that there will be no driveways coming off of Ryan Road. April Goeske - it looks like 

the driveway for Lot 3 would come off of Ryan Road. But I assume that driveway would be placed near the lot 

line it shares with the church on Ryan to comply with the town's ordinances relating to driveway distances from 

road intersections. Atty. Lawrence Bechler - the driveway for the church runs right along the lot line with proposed 

Lot 3. So, the driveway for that lot would likely be adjacent to it. Jim Seaton - does the Town have jurisdiction 

over where driveways are installed. Atty. Lawrence Bechler - yes, the Town has a Driveway Siting ordinance. 

Allison Seaton - does this sale go forward by this vote? Atty. Lawrence Bechler - the town board will iron out the 

details of the sale now that it has the okay of the people to sell the land. 

 

5. Okee Schoolhouse foundation repairs: See Attachments B 

 

Brian Henry - we're presenting this tonight to see what the residents want to do with this building. Do we get a 

loan to fix the building? What do you want done? 

 

Jim Seaton/----- motion to go ahead with repairs to the Okee School. Motion Failed - no second. 

 

Allison Seaton - we've been asking for estimates since last Fall. We can't make a decision until we see those 

estimates. We should table this.  

 

Allison Seaton/Jim Seaton motion to table this matter; MC 22 yes - 2 no, 5 abstained.  

 

Bechler - A motion can be made to take this off the table at the Fall Special Town Meeting (make it an agenda 

item to make motion to take it off the table).  

 

6. Possible purchase of Parcel 11022-271.1 (owned by Thomas Yaeger) across from N2160 Shamrock 

Road  for high capacity well and build high capacity well: See Attachment C 

 

Bechler - this is for information only at this meeting. Henry - yes, we just wanted to get an idea from the residents 

their thoughts on this location. Brooks - what I would like to be able to do is have site options for the people for 

a possible high capacity well. Bechler - the people could vote to approve purchase of property with a limit.  

 

Brooks/----- motion to allow the town to negotiate a possible purchase of parcel 11022-____ on Shamrock Road 

not exceeding $5,000; MF due to lack of a 2nd to the motion. 

 

Tony Zeman - to put in a high capacity well you have to go through DNR approval. Henry - if the well is for 

municipal fire suppression only then the DNR doesn't get involved. 

 
7. Potential Public Works Building @ Town of Lodi Transfer Site:   See Attachment D 

 

Henry - a 40' x 80' building is estimated at $90 - $100 per square foot to build = $320,000 just for the building. 

Marc Hamilton - what are we going to store in this building, will be need plumbing, heat, etc.…? Chad Wolter - 
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will this give us room for large equipment (such as a plow)? Jim Seaton - I question going ahead with this, we 

haven't decided fully whether we need our own public works department.  

 

Marc Hamilton/Nancy Mitchell motion that the Town Board look into the total costs for a public works 

department building at no more than $60,000, including building, heat, water, sewer/septic, etc. and present it at 

the Fall Special Town Meeting; 13 yes, 18 no, 1 abstain; Motion Failed. 

 

Discussion: Chad Wolter - by the time you add everything needed up you will be much more than $60,000. I don't 

think you'll be able to set up a suitable structure for $60,000. Nancy Mitchell - I agree, but I believe the town 

should still get estimates to present to the people. Roberta Arnold - I've watched budgetary matters for 20  years 

and in all that time I've never seen such a waste of money as what is being spent on the recently-created public 

works department. Why would town taxpayers want to take on a $300,000-$400,000+ loan for a building like 

this. Brooks - I want to thank Public Works Director Roger Henn for catching that lights in the large meeting 

room at the town hall had been incorrectly installed and were melting, could easily have started a fire! 

 

8. Any other matters:  

 

(a) See Attachment E.  Terri Jozwiak - more than 30 Town of Lodi residents attended a Park Commission meeting 

in December 2019 and let the commission know that they didn't want the Bay Drive Park sold and gave several 

ideas for improvements at the park. Now a 15' x 40' (600 sq. ft.) parking pad has been installed against the wishes 

of the people present at that meeting, and we submit a signed petition asking the Town of Lodi to remove the 

parking pad.  

 

Terri Jozwiak/Chris Goodman motion to recommend to the Park Commission that the parking pad at the Bay 

Drive Park be removed; Yes 13, 10 No, 3 abstained; Motion Carried by a vote of 13 yes, 0 no, 3 abstained. 

 

Atty. Lawrence Bechler - this is something that needs to be presented to the Town Board, not at an Annual Town 

Meeting. 

 

Chad Wolter - this is not a park just for Bay Drive residents and those walking in the area, it's a public park for 

anyone to use. Why would we waste money taking about what we've already installed? Roberta Arnold - one of 

the concerns about making a parking area in this park is that this park is across from a "party" sandbar, and this 

improvement might attract less desirable people to this park and area. Chad Wolter - but parks should be inviting. 

Roberta Arnold - but we can choose how inviting we make it. Jim Seaton - one of the things we need to look at 

is if improvements continue it will require a lot of additional landscaping. There's a 2-1/2' drop off the sides of 

this parking pad. This is not acceptable, especially to anyone with mobility issues. Ali Padley - this land is still 

zoned R-1. The Lodi Park Commission requested permission to install a parking pad, and the County approved a 

25' x 30' (750 sq. Ft.) parking pad. So, what the Town installed is not what the county gave a permit for. Neil 

Heskin - we talked to the descendants of Madeline Summers, and this was donated to the Town as a waterfront 

space for the people who live on Bay Drive who don't have waterfront. The residents have been asking for the 

riprap on the shore of  this park to be finished, but it's still in limbo. Now the parking pad is in the way of doing 

that rip rap. Karla Faust - I'm a runner and often run down Bay Drive. When I saw this new parking pad recently, 

I thought that it didn't look well thought out. It doesn't make sense. Nancy Mitchell - it is the Town's and the Park 

Commission's goal to improve ALL parks and make them accessible to the ALL public. We made this parking 

pad, smaller than what the county permitted, as a compromise to allow at least 1 car park there to use the park, 

maybe carry a canoe or kayak down to the water. It was put there to make it safer to park there. Chris Goodwin - 

the shoreline isn't done, and how are they going to get that done with the parking pad in the way? Laura Kruck - 

what's been done to this park is not improvements, there are ruts, unfinished shoreline, and less accessible. Nancy 

Mitchell - the park is not finished, and I'm not sure when it will get done. It's a work in progress. Allison Seaton 
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- the surface of the entire park has been scraped off. We're not in compliance with our own erosion control 

ordinances. The runoff is running under the silt fence and into the water. Ellen Keller - if Bay Drive park is for 

the public, what's to keep people from parking across people's driveways to use that park. If this park is open to 

the public, it's not safe at this time and a liability issue. Terry Jozwiak - there are no signs there currently stating 

the park is closed at this time for construction. 

 

(b) Allison Seaton - I would like to bring up that someone recently sprayed Round-Up under the playground 

equipment at the Madeline Summers park next to the Okee School.  

 

(c) Tess Carr - A year ago there was an attempt to remove Goeske from her job, but it was found the Town Board 

did not have the authority at that time to do that per her contract. Now her contract expires 07/31/20. 

 

Tess Carr/Allison Seaton motion to present the following Resolution: 

RESOLUTION TO CONTINUE EMPLOYMENT OF TOWN CLERK (MS. APRIL GOESKE) 

FOR MINIMUM OF ONE YEAR IN THE TOWN OF LODI, STATE OF WISCONSIN 

 WHEREAS, the town clerkship employment contract of Ms. April Goeske is subject to either 

renewal or termination as of July, 2020; and WHEREAS no party has publicly stated any reason 

to terminate the contract; and WHEREAS Ms. Goeske has performed and continues to perform 

her duties with care and competence; and WHEREAS Ms. Goeske brings a wealth of experience 

and institutional memory to this position; and WHEREAS Ms. Goeske has publicly stated her 

desire to continue in her current position; NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the citizens 

of the Town of Lodi hereby request the Town Board of Supervisors to offer to renew Ms. Goeske’s 

contract for at least another year (full time); and BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of 

Lodi requests its Board to invite Ms. Goeske to train assistant or replacement clerk(s) that may be 

hired during or after that one-or-more-year period.  

Motion carried by a roll call vote of 26 yes - 1 no. Adopted this 28th day of July 2020 by the citizens 

of the Town of Lodi, Columbia County, Wisconsin. 

Many people I've talked to have stated April Goeske is awesome. Brian Henry - Atty. Bechler, is that binding? 

Bechler - I don't believe it is. It's the people expressing their feelings to the Board.  Aaron Arnold - I believe 

Goeske is an exceptional employee of the town, with all the knowledge she has, and she is an asset to the town, 

and we should continue her employment. Jim Seaton - I've worked with Goeske for many, many years and I know 

her interest is to continue to work full time for 1 more year, then possibly part time thereafter. I think we should 

keep her. Allison Seaton - reminder we have an election coming in just a couple of weeks, and we sure can't find 

anyone to run election at this late date. Roger Wetzel - is the board considering releasing April Goeske? Brian 

Henry - this is on the agenda for the meeting after this one. Jim Seaton - at the Fall 2019 Budget Town Meeting 

the board did not approve a pay increase for April Goeske for 2020. Tess Carr - I want to thank April Goeske for 

her excellent handling of the elections so far this year that have had difficulty above and beyond usual elections. 

Karla Faust - I'm new to this board, and Jim Seaton should not speak for me when stating I voted to not give her 

an increase. Positive input in favor of  Goeske is appreciated. But we're going into a Town Board meeting in 

closed session to discuss Goeske's employment. Roger Wetzel - I hope this resolution carries, and hope the Board 

is transparent in this matter of Goeske's employment.  

 

(d) Ali Padley - many of the residents and landowners on Bay Drive appreciated meeting with the Park 

Commission and Town Board regarding Bay Drive Park and look forward to improving this park within 

guidelines. 
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9. Adjourn: Marc Hamilton/Karla Faust motion to adjourn at 8:42 pm; MC unanimously 

 

                                                                                           
April D. Goeske 
Clerk-Treasurer 

 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

4.  

ATTACHMENT A 
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5.  

ATTACHMENT B 
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6. 

ATTACHMENT C 
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7. 

ATTACHMENT D 
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8(a) 

ATTACHMENT E 

 

 


